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One  reason,  so  many  accidents  happen  at  home  is  that  even  the  most  careful 
homeraaker  takes  a.  foolisn  chance  now  and  then.    You  knowS  now  it  goes.  'You  ge" 
in  a  hurry  and  "before  you  know  it  you  are  standing  on  the  edge  of  a  chair  or 
flirting  with  danger  in  some  other  way.    And  then,  when  you  don't  get  "by  with 
it.... when  an  accident  does  happen. ..and  the  doctor  has  come  and  gone... then 
you  have  to  admit  that  you  knew  better  all  along. 

Carelessness  with  electric  equipment  is  the  cause  of  far  too  many  home 
accidents.     That's  what  electrification  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  say.     Electricity  has  "banished  the  hazards  of  the  old  kerosene  lamp 
as  well  as  the  dangers  that  lurk  in  dark  hallways.    But  electricity  itself  can  be 
a  hazard  if  you  don1 t  use  it  properly. 

Here  are  some  tips  from,  electrification  specialists  to  help  you  avoid  ac- 
cidents with  electric  equipment. 

Take  the  electric  iron,  for  example.     On  an  average  day  40  fires  occur  in 
the  United  States  just  "because  women  who  are  ironing  forget  to  turn  off  their 
electric  irons.    That's  the  sad  figure  —  40  fires,  just  from  carelessness  with 
electric  irons.    You  know  now  it  goes  when  you  are  ironing.     The  phone  rings  or 
somebody  comes  to  the  door.    You  set  the  iron  down  on  the  board  and  leave  it  "for 
just  a  minute"  ,  as  you  think.    But  then  you  forget  the  iron.     Or  perhaps  3rou 
leave  the  iron,  thinking  you  have  turned  it  off.    Unless  the  iron  is  automatic, 


it  gets  hotter  and  hotter....  and  you  know  the  result. 

Of  course,   the  safe  way  is  to  disconnect  the  iron  entirely  whenever  you 

leave  it,  even  though  you  think  you're  coming  right  back.    Use  an  iron  stand,  or 

tip  the  iron  hack  on  its  rest  whenever  you  stop  to  adjust  your  work  or  hang  up  a 

finished  garment.    And,  he  sure  the  iron  is  cool  before  you  put  it  away  anywhere. 
Of  all  the  casualties  of  washday  burns  and  scalds  are  probably  the  most 

common,  but  don't  forget  about  shock.    Wet  hands  and  wet  floors  —  especially  wet 
cement  floors  —  carry  electricity  almost  as  readily  as  wires.     So  be  sure  your 
hands  are  dry  before  touching  a  cord,   switch  or  other  electric  fixture.  'There 
damp  floors  increase  the  danger  of  shock ,  it's  safer  to  wear  an  ordinary  pair  of 
rubbers  or  rubber- soled  shoes. 

]?or--extra  safety  have  your  electric  washing  machine  grounded.    Do  this  by 
attaching  a  copper  wire  to  a  bolt  on  the  frame  of  the  washer  and  connecting  it  to 
a  water  pipe  or  some  other  nearby  ground.  '  Then,  any  electric  current  that  might, 
in  an  emergency,   come  in  contact  with  the  frame,  would  carry  off  through  the 

groundwire  without  injury  to  anyone  touching  the'  washer. 

Be  particularly  careful  about  connecting  your  electric  washer.     If  possible, 

make  the  connection  at  a  convenient    outlet  in  the  wall.    Where  you  have  to  plug 

into  a,  drop  cord  in  the  basement,  be  sure  the  socket  is  of  porcelain  or  bakelite. 

If  an  emergency  comes  along  when  you  have  to  make  a  connection  from  a.  metal 

socket,  play  safe  by  standing  on  a  dry  rubber  mat  or  a  piece  of  dry  board  while 

"plugging  in"  or  turning  the  switch.     And  always  make  sure  both  the  cord  and  your 

hands  are  dry. 

Incidentally,  don't  forget  your  wringer.    Know  how  to  stop  it  and  how  to 
release  the  rollers  instantly.     If  your  machine  has  a  spinner  dryer,  close  the 

cover  before  starting  the  spinner. 

So  much  for  safety  in  the  laundry.    Before  leaving  the  hazards  of  electri- 
city and  moisture,  let's  consider  a.  few  safety  tips  for  kitchen  and  bath. 
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First,  never  use  an  appliance  on  the  drainboard  of  your  kitchen  sink.  If 

the  drainboard  slants,  the  appliance  is  likely  to  slide  downhill. . .may  fall  and 

break.     If  the  drainboard  is  wet,  as  it's  likely  to  be,  there's  the  water 
hazard  again. 

Second,  don't  use  portable  electric  appliances  in  your  bathroom. . .water 
danger  again.    But  if  you  must  use  an  electric  heater  or  some  other  portable  ap- 
pliance in  a  bathroom,  in  an  emergency,  place  it  as  far  away  as  possible  from 
plumbing  fixtures.     And  never  touch  it  while  you  are  in  the  bathtub  or  while  your 
body  is  wet. 

So  much  for  safety  in  laundry,  kitchen  and  bath.  ITow  with  hot  weather  com- 
ing and  the  season  for  electric  fans  at  hand,  let's  mention  a  couple  of  points  f o 
safety  in  using  fans.  Place  your  electric  fan  where  it  will  not  tip  over  or  fall 
from  a  table  or  shelf.  Watch  an  oscillating  fan  a  minute  or  two  after  turning  it 
on  to  be  sure  it  will  not  catch  in  the  cord  or  get  caught  in  the  curtain.  If  the 
are  small  children  in  the  home,  keep  fans  out  of  their  reach.  Safeguard  your  own 
fingers  by  turning  the  motor  off  and  letting  the  blade  stop  before  trying  to  move 
the  fan. 

In  many  other  parts  of  the  house,  too,  care  with  electric  equipment  will 
save  accidents.    For  example,  when  you  have  a  burnt-out  fuse,  repla.ce  it  with  a 
new  fuse  of  the  proper  size.    ITever  risk  a  fire  by  using  a  makeshift  to  make  an 
old  fuse  work.     And  then,  check  your  cords  and  plugs  often  for  breaks  in  the  in- 
sulation and  loose  connections.    Wrap  worn  insulation  with  friction  tape  and  re- 
pair faulty  connections.    Place  all  cords  so  no  one  will  trip  over  them.  ITever 
run  them  under  rugs  or  through  door  jambs  where  pinching  is  apt  to  cut  through 
the  insulation  of  the  wire  and  damage  the  wire  itself.    Be  sure  to  turn  off  any 
radiant  room  hea.ters  before  you  leave  home  or  go  to  bed  for  the  night.    Even  a 
small  dent  in  the  reflector  may  act  as  a  sun  glass,  focusing  enough  heat  on  one 
spot  to  start  a  fire. 

These  little  careful  ways  with  your  electric  equipment  may  save  your  home 
from  serious  accidents. 
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